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HORETARY REPORM3 IH BULGARIA WOSEN PREOFLE’'S PLIGHT

Pelioble sources report that the imcrease In the cost of living in Bul~ ) L
; garia by W0 perceit during the last 45 deye has created & genoral discontent : ‘
! in that country. In fact, according 4o certain reports s the peopls have stiwcked !
! and plundered tr. stores in certoln towns and cities, !

; Ohssrvers var try to explain thie sltuation attribute it mainly to the .
| uonetary reform carried in Bulgaria during last May. As e srguel tc that re- 4
form, ration cards were abolished and the workers' wages raised. ' {

However, the sbolition of the ration cerds resulted in the increage in
the cost of living hy 40 percent, which means thai the value of the leva :
drepped correepondingly. Another result of this was that the purchesing o
power of the wages of the low-paid vorkers dropped by 20 percent and that of .
the medium-paid workers by 10 percent. '

When the Bulgarien govermment izsued on 12 ay 1952 the decree on the
ponetary reform, it promised to raiee the workers' puy and at the seze tioa
lower the prices of the industrial products, However, the offect o this
meagure Vas nsutralized by the drop in the valua of the leva. .

Instesd of ajopting measures to allesiate the plight of the working class, '
‘e Bulgarien government triad to win the ~ood will of the farmers by peruitting T
the farmers snd their cooperstivas to sell in the free warket all their puod- :
ucte in sxcens of the amounts which they had to contrivute in kind to the '
govermzsrt., This, naturally, led to terrific black market operations, which, "
in turn, resulted in the depletion of all the stocks of the stores whoze 5
dealings were legitimate, On the other hand, the rise in the prices of the
. form'products led to the rise in the price of many other comrodities, result-
- ing in the exasperation of the farmersz,
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e : Tae situeation in Bulgeria now i3 similar to that which preceded the purge
of Luca and Ans Pavkor. Consequently, it may be oxpected that a great purge
vwill soor start in Bulsawie als3, :
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